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2.4	CONSERVATION AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

The Conservation Affairs Committee is a standing committee of the Western Section.

A Chair of the Committee is selected by the President, who considers suggestions from the Executive Board.  The Committee Chair, with the President's assistance, shall appoint additional committee members who are willing to serve.

This Committee shall receive proposed resolutions and public statements from two or more members at any time, and shall prepare, submit, and recommend action on such items to the Executive Board.  In addition, this Committee shall review legislative proposals, administrative regulations, environmental assessments and impact statements, and other subjects or issues affecting wildlife or wildlife habitat within the organizational area of the Section.  It shall make recommendations to the Executive Board for any action that should be taken by the Western Section.

The Conservation Affairs Committee will follow the procedures set forth in Article VIII Section 5 of the Western Section Bylaws as follows:

Two or more members may submit resolutions or statements to the Conservation Affairs Statements Committee (Article IX, Section 2H) for possible consideration by the Section's Executive Board.  These shall be accepted or rejected by the Board and, if involving new policy, prepared for submission to the Section membership.  Such new items must be approved by two-thirds of the Section membership voting and must be transmitted to The Wildlife Society and the Western Section Representative, if approved.  Actions falling within previously established Section policies may be carried out by any Section office upon unanimous approval of the Executive Board.  On issues where there are no previously established policies and that demand action on a reasonably short notice, the President, or designated representative, may present a Public Statement on behalf of the Section provided that:  (1) the concept of the statement be brought to the Executive Board's attention and is accepted by them before public issuing of the statement, and (2) copies of the statement are sent to the membership within 30 days after public issuing of the statement.  Furthermore, the Western Section may issue statements pertaining to subjects in its locale:

(a)  When the content of the statement falls within the established policy of The Wildlife Society.

(b)  In the absence of existing statements by The Wildlife Society.

The Western Section will not issue statements in conflict with the policy of The Wildlife Society without prior approval of the Society's Council.  All statements will follow the "Guidelines for Conservation Affairs Activities" (Appendix 4.421b of the Operations Manual) and conform to the Society's policy regarding conservation affairs (Appendix 4.421a of the Operations Manual).  The Section membership, The Wildlife Society, and the Western Section Representative must receive copies of any Resolution for Public Statement within 30 days of such action.

In order to assure the Section statements and positions conform with TWS National policies, the Committee shall maintain an up-to-date copy of all current National positions.  To further assure conformity with National policies, the Section President will provide copies of all statements and positions to the TWS Executive Director and Policy Director for review at least 72 hours in advance of the scheduled release of said statement or position.

The Committee Chair shall submit a written summary of Committee activities to the President and the Secretary before the close of each Western Section Annual Business Meeting.


